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by the Roman legal reforms. The rule holds good
through all subseqnent history. The one wholesale
legal reformer of the Middle Ages was Charles the
Great. It was the French Empire of the Bonapartes
that gave real practical currency to the new French
jurisprudence which has overrun the civilised world,
for the governments immediately arising out of the
Revolution left little behind them beyond projects of
law or laws which were practically inapplicable from
the contradictions which they contained.

The truth seems to be that the extreme forms of
government, Monarchy and Democracy, have a pecu-
liarity which is absent from the more tempered politi-
cal systems founded on compromise, Constitutional
Kingship and Aristocracy. When they are first
established in absolute completeness, they are highly
destructive. There is a general, sometimes chaotic,
upheaval, while the nouvelles couches are settling into
their place in the transformed commonwealth. The
new rulers sternly insist, that everything shall be
brought into strict conformity with the central
principle of the system over which they preside ; and
they are aided by numbers of persons to whom the
old principles were hateful, from their fancy for ideal
reforms, from impatience of a monotonous stability, or
from a natural destructiveness of temperament. What
the old monarchies, established in the valleys of the
great Eastern rivers, had to contend against was reli-